
Who is watching?



Summary Perspective

 Channel A  Channel B – Domestic Use  Channel B – Non -Domestic Use  

What is the 

opportunity?  

• Open (free) narrowcasting  

• Datacasting  

• Community TV  

• 4-6 channels now, 8 -10 in 2+ years  

• No access regime  

• License fee payable based on total 

revenue  

•  Open or subscriptio n narrowcasting  

•  Community TV  

•  No licence fee  

•  Subject to an Access Regime (unknown)  

•  Otherwise similar to Channel A  

• Mobile TV to handhelds  

• Mobile TV to transportation, commercial 

usage  

• No license fee  

• Subject to an Access Regime (unknown)  

• Subscription or non -subscription basis 

possible  

What are the 

implications?  

• Could be like a “mini FreeView” 

(UK), an “FTA multi -channel” 

offering  

• FTA BC  could participate as:  

o Shareholder (max 15%) in a 

vehicle to hold the licence  

o Content provider, provided you 

can gain access  

•  Total 10 -20 channels  

•  Mix of free and pay channels  

•  FTA BC limited to:  

o 15% ownership and/or  

o Content provider (via access 

regime)  

• Could be “out of home” as well as “TV on 

your mobile phone” (depends on clarifying 

the definition of “Domestic Digital 

Television  Receiver”)  

• Additional distribution channel for existing 

content  

• Potentially significant reception issues 

which may, if not managed  well , impact 

FTA commercial broadcasts  

Relative Opportunity 

Attractiveness  

OWNERSHIP -  LOW:  

• We cannot control this spectrum  

(max 15% holding)  

• Difficult to pull together a 

consortium  

• Uncertain business case  

• Greater downside risk than upside  

• Costs > revenue in early years (esp. 

after buying spectrum)  

 

ACCESS  SEEKER  - ??  

OWNERSHIP -  LOW  – same as Channel A  

 

 

ACCESS SEEKER -  ??  

OW NERSHIP - LOW : 

• Controlling the Mobile TV licence may 

be attractive…  

• ..but there is an obligation to build a 

service within 18 months  

• Initial financial outlay is likely to be 

high  

• Business model is unproven  

• Not a “core competence”  

• Technical limitations, esp ecially in 

Sydney and Brisbane (major population 

centres)  

• No guarantees regarding future 

spectrum  

 

ACCESS  SEEKER  - ??  

 

 



Key Points

• “Level playing field”

– Access rights

– “Service” vs “Channel”

– No one entity should control A & B

– A & B should not interfere with existing

broadcasters


